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time (1875) ft seemed as if he intended to precipitate another
war before she got any stronger, and crush her so completely
that it would be impossible for her to renew her rivalry to
Germany for a century or more. His main preoccupation in
foreign policy from 1870 till his fall twenty years later was to
prevent her ever being in a position to wage a " war of revenge."
She could never venture upon this without an ally, and he set
to work to isolate her by the methods in which he had already
shown such skill. He now reaped the benefit of the wise
leniency he had shown towards Austria after the Seven Weeks'
War (§ 140). In the autumn of 1871 the Emperor William paid
a visit to Francis Joseph, which was returned the following year.
As Bismarck had foreseen, this made the Czar (Alexander II)
nervous lest he should be " left out in the cold." He contrived to
be invited to Berlin while the Austrian Emperor was still there,
and the conversations which ensued led to the " league of the
three emperors " (Dreikaiserbwd). It was not definite enough
to deserve to be called a League, however. No document was
signed, and no precise obligations were assumed- It was merely
a general understanding that the three parties would act
together in matters which they all had at heart—to preserve
peace, and to check the spread of Socialism and Republicanism.
It was the ghost of the Holy Alliance returning to its old haunts.
The reprobation of Republicanism had particular reference to
France, of course. The simple-minded Emperor William, who
believed in monarchy as an article of religion, had encouraged
the German ambassador at Paris, Count Arnim, to support the
royalist party there; but Bismarck feared that the other
Powers would be readier to support a brother-monarch than a
Republic. He wrote to Arnim:" It is not our policy to strengthen
France and make her an eligible ally for our present friends by
the establishment of a legitimate monarchy." And when Arnim
persisted in his intrigues, the Chancellor insisted on his dismissal.
§ 158. pan-slavism v. drang nach osten.—The so-called
League of the Three Emperors could not solidify, for two of

